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T  0  T  H  E 


LOCAL  BOARD  OF  HEALTH, 


Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary 
condition  of  the  town  for  the  past  year,  1869,  it  gives  me 
pleasure  to  announce  to  you,  that  there  has  been  a  diminution 
in  the  mortality,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  1868. 
The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  1869  having  been 
2347,  and  in  1868,  2507  ;  but  this  number  of  2347  includes 
21  deaths  which  took  place  in  the  Infirmary,  and  27  in  the 
Lunatic  Asylum,  of  persons,  none  of  whom  had  previously 
(been  inhabitants  of  the  Borough,  which  being  deducted  from 
tthe  total  deaths,  will  reduce  the  actual  mortality  to  2299. 
.And  estimating  the  present  population  at  91,500,  the  ratio 
•of  deaths  per  1000  will  be  25.125.  Of  the  total  number  of 
deaths  recorded,  329,  or  about  one  seventh,  were  uncertified, 
or  certified  by  unqualified  practitioners  ;  and  of  the  2299 
deaths,  1211  were  of  children  under  five  years  of  age, 
land  the  following  are  the  diseases  which  proved  fatal  to 
(them,  almost  exclusively,  the  trifling  exceptions  being 
deducted  from  the  amounts  of  each  : — 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  257 

Atrophy  and  Debility  ..  ...  211 
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Convulsions  ...  •••  ...  ...  166 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  70 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  64 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Teething  ...  ...  ..  ...  24 

Merenteric  Disease  ...  ...  ...  12 

Scarlatina  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Diptheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Thrush  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

870 


I  have  added  Diarrhoea  to  the  above  list,  for  although  the 
disease  itself  is  one  which  affects  the  whole  population,  yet 
its  mortality  is  almost  entirely  restricted  to  children.  The 
total  deaths  this  year  amounting  to  272,  only  15  of  which 
were  of  persons  above  five  years  of  age,  and  of  these  15,  ten 
were  of  persons  above  50,  leaving  only  five  as  having  occur¬ 
red  at  the  intermediate  ages  between  5  and  50.  This 
disease,  I  think,  may  therefore  fairly  be  considered  an  In¬ 
fantile  disease,  and  I  have  accordingly  classified  it  as  such. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  more  than  half  the  deaths  of 
the  whole  population  were  those  of  children  under  5  years 
of  age,  and  that  about  three-fourths  of  these  deaths  arose 
from  diseases  peculiar  to  children  alone. 

If  we  enquire  next  into  the  question,  whether  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  Infantile  deaths  to  the  total  deaths  in  the  rest  of 
the  population  is  the  same  in  all  towns,  we  shall  find  the 
most  striking  differences  between  them,  and  this  difference 
depending  apparently  upon  the  vigour  of  the  children  Jit  birth, 
and  upon  the  manner  in  which  they  are  nursed  afterwards. 
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It  has  boon  computed  that  the  mortality  of  children 
brought  up  by  hand,  amounts  to  from  fifty  to  seventy  per 
cent.,  and  when  the  management  is  also  entrusted  to  ignorant 
nurses,  it  reaches  from  sixty  to  ninety  per  cent.  ;  while  in 
the  agricultural  districts  it  is  only  about  twenty  per  cent. 
I  ntil  the  next  census,  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  with  any 
degree  of  accuracy  what  number  of  children  of  five  years  of 
age  are  living  (in  this  or  any  other  town),  so  as  to  compare 
the  deaths  with  that  number,  but  the  Registrar  General, 
in  the  Supplement  to  his  25th  Annual  Report,  has  given 
some  statistics  of  the  rate  of  mortality  of  children  from  one 
to  five  years  of  age,  from  an  average  of  the  numbers  of  that 
age  living  during  the  ten  years  from  1851  to  1860  ; 
and  these  show  (taking  the  mean  of  both  sexes)  a 
difference  in  each  locality  varying  from  3.576  per  cent, 
to  13.198  per  cent.,  and  in  these  places  there  are  no  two 
in  which  the  ratio  of  mortality  exactly  corresponds,  although 
many  differ  only  in  the  fractional  parts.  The  position  which 
Leicester  occupies  in  this  return  is,  mean  of  both  sexes, 
9.387  ;  of  boys,  10.050,  of  girls,  8.723  per  cent.  Still 
further  to  illustrate  the  irregularity  in  the  Infantile  mortality 
in  the  kingdom,  I  may  mention  that  in  the  (a)  63  healthy  dis¬ 
tricts  of  England,  the  annual  mortality  of  boys  under  five 
years  of  age  was  at  the  rate  of  4.348,  and  of  girls,  3,720  per 
cent,  of  the  children  living  at  that  age,  the  mean  being 
4.034  ;  and  there  are  28  districts  which  show  the  low  annual 
mortality  of  from  2.317  (mean  of  both  sexes)  to  3.760. 

(b)  The  mortality  among  the  families  of  the  British 


(a)  Supplement  to  25tli  Annual  Report  of  Registrar  General,  page  xi. 
(b)  Assurance  Magazine  ijuotod  in  above. 
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Peerage  was  at  the  rate  of  2.069  per  cent :  boys  under 
five,  2.227  ;  girls,  1.582. 

(“)  In  the  Society  of  Friends,  1842  to  1852,  the  mortality 
under  five  was,  for  boys,  3.190,  for  girls,  2.383  ;  (another 
return  makes  the  mortality  of  boys  5.598,  and  of  girls, 
4.773.)  Dr.  Fox,  the  author  of  the  paper,  thinks  the  first 
estimate  too  low,  and  suspects  the  return  as  being  defective. 

(to)  The  mortality  of  1087  children  of  the  Clergy,  from 
returns  procured  from  the  parents,  in  1829  and  1858,  was 
as  follows  :  rate  of  mortality  of  boys,  3.729  ;  of  girls, 
2.302  ;  mean  of  both  sexes,  3.027  per  cent,  in  the  above 
years. 

These  facts  show  very  clearly  that  the  Infantile  mortality 
is  four  times  greater  in  some  towns  than  others,  and  that  it 
is  identical  in  none. 

The  rate  of  mortality  in  the  Peerage,  the  Society  of  Friends, 
and  the  Clergy,  shows  also  that,  (independent  of  the  locality 
in  which  they  reside),  where  children  are  born  of  parents 
whose  healths  are  of  an  average  character,  and  where  the 
nursing  may  be  assumed  to  have  been  good,  the  average 
mortality  of  the  children  is  the  very  lowest.  Contrasting 
now  these  examples  with  others  where  the  circumstances 
are  the  very  opposite,  where  the  majority  of  one  or  both 
of  the  parents  are  below  the  standard  of  health,  and  the 
greater  proportion  of  the  children  at  birth  are  sickly,  weak, 
and  without  stamina,  nursed  by  hand  in  large  numbers  by 

(a)  Journal  of  Statistical  Society,  vol.  22. 

(b)  Observations  on  the  duration  of  life  among  the  Clergy,  by  the  Rev.  John 
Hodgson,  M.A.  Table  4,  p.  36. 


ignorant  nurses,  fed  on  diet  unsuited  to  their  tender  stomachs, 
dosed  with  Godfrey’s  Cordial  or  laudanum  to  still  the  cries 
and  fretfulness  induced  by  improper  diet,  and  you  have  such 
an  Infantile  mortality  as  exists  in  Leicester  ;  not  however 
peculiar  to  Leicester,  for  there  are  other  towns  in  which  it 
is  greater,  and  this  is  but  a  type  of  many  where  similar 
causes  exist  for  its  production,  and  where  more  than  half  the 
total  number  of  deaths  are  of  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

I  have  entered  thus  minutely  into  this  question,  not  only 
to  impress  public  opinion  with  the  facts  in  order  that  so 
lamentable  a  state  of  things  existing  in  some  towns  may  if 
possible  be  remedied,  but  to  point  attention  to  the  effect 
which  the  addition  of  the  deaths  in  this  section  of  the  popu¬ 
lation,  to  the  deaths  in  the  remainder,  must  have  in  impairing 
the  value  of  the  comparison  of  the  ratio  of  mortality  of 
different  towns  with  each  other.  It  is  evident,  that  where 
the  mortality  of  the  population  is  so  disproportionate  to  the 
number  living  in  one  section,  as  compared  with  the  other — 
where  three  fourths  of  it  in  one  section  arises  from  deaths 
from  which  the  other  is  exempt — where  it  differs  so  extremely 
in  different  towns,  and  where  in  some  it  is  numerically  so 
excessive — it  is  evident,  I  say,  that  these  differences  must 
necessarily  influence  the  general  mortality,  when  included  in 
it,  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  mask  all  other  features  but  its 
own,  and  so  to  obscure  and  confuse  the  elements  ot  com¬ 
parison,  so  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  distinguish  whether  a 
high  rate  of  mortality  in  one  town,  as  compared  with  another, 
depends  upon  an  excess  of  Infantile  mortality,  or  upon  a 
difference  in  their  respective  sanitary  conditions. 
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I  cannot  but  think,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  most 
desirable  to  dissociate  the  deaths  of  children  under  five 
years  of  age,  from  the  general  deaths  above  that  age,  and 
compare  each  separately  with  the  estimated  population,  and 
thus  eliminate  one  source  of  fallacy  and  confusion.  The 
ratio  of  mortality  above  five  years  of  age  would  then  be  a 
more  correct  exponent  of  the  real  sanitary  condition  of  the 
Town,  and  the  determination  of  that  of  children  under  five, 
would  lead  to  a  more  searching  investigation  into  its  cause, 
and  prove  the  first  step  to  its  amelioration.  In  accordance, 
therefore,  with  this  opinion,  I  may  state,  that  after  deducting 
the  “adult”  deaths  from  the  total  estimated  population, 
(using  the  term  “  adult  ”  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  and  to 
avoid  repetition,  and  meaning  thereby  the  deaths  from  five 
years  of  age  to  ninety  and  upwards)  and  from  the  total 
deaths,  the  ratio  of  the  Infantile  mortality  to  the  remainder 
of  the  population  will  be  13.394.  And  after  deducting,  in 
the  like  manner,  the  children’s  deaths  from  the  total  mor¬ 
tality,  and  from  the  total  population,  the  ratio  of  mortality 
per  1000  for  the  whole  population  above  five  years  of  age, 
will  be  12.050  ;  it  having  been  14,115  for  the  year  1868. 

Birth  Rate. — The  birth  rate  for  the  year  1869  was 
40,109  per  1000  ;  the  births  having  been  as  follows,  in  the 
four  quarters,  viz  : 

March  ...  966  September  ...  939 

June  ...  930  December  ...  925 

Making  a  total  of  3760,  or  1  71  in  excess  of  the  number  in 
1868,  in  which  year  the  ratio  per  1000  was  39.87.  The 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  (corrected)  was  1461,  and  in 
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1868,  1144;  there  is  therefore  an  increase  of  births  over 
deaths  of  317,  as  compared  with  1868. 

Annexed  is  a  table  of  the  mortality  in  every  month  of 
the  year,  of  the  principal  diseases  and  orders.  On  inspection 
of  the  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  not  been  a  single 
death  from  Small  Pox  during  the  year  :  to  those  who  recol¬ 
lect  the  ravages  that  it  caused,  and  the  alarm  that  its 
existence  produced,  this  fact  will  appear  a  legitimate  subject 
of  congratulation  ;  and  I  would  ask  those  who  decry  vacci¬ 
nation,  to  what  other  possible  cause  than  it  they  can 
attribute  the  cessation  of  the  disease  among  us.  Of  the 
reality  of  the  blessing  there  cannot  be  a  doubt.  And  on 
what  grounds  are  we  advised  to  discontinue  a  practice,  the 
results  of  which  have  been  so  strikingly  advantageous. 
This  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  the  question,  but  I  feel  bound 
to  express  my  opinion,  from  all  I  have  myself  observed  and 
read  on  the  subject,  that  the  fears  of  the  objectors  are  entirely 
groundless,  and  that  the  arguments  which  they  bring  loi- 
ward  to  support  their  views,  are  entirely  groundless  and 
fallacious  with  reference  to  this  country.  Let  us  then  con¬ 
tinue  perseveringly  a  system  which  experience  has  proved 
to  be  so  beneficial,  and  not  be  deterred  by  tears  which  aic 
entirely  visionary;  for  if  the  population  veie  not  con 
tinuously  protected,  we  should  be  incessanlly  expo.-od  to  a 
renewal  of  the  disease  from  persons  contia<  ling  il  in  otlm 
towns,  and  from  its  developing  itself  here.  1  have  In  aid 
from  the  Surgeons  in  attendance,  of  two  or  time  mu 
cases  occurring  during  the  year,  but  cvei)  pn  caution  be  i  0 
taken,  by  isolation  and  vaccination,  or  le-vaccinatu  n 
necessary,  the  disease  did  nut  spread . 
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That  it  has  not  lost  its  old  characters  of  extreme  con¬ 
tagiousness  and  virulence,  and  that  the  immunity  from  its 
ravages,  on  which  I  am  gratified  to  have  been  able  to  con¬ 
gratulate  you,  is  really  due  to  the  precautions  which  I  have 
mentioned,  there  is  abundant  evidence  to  prove,  and  I  may 
cite  an  instance  in  point,  which  is  related  in  the  Pall  Mall 
Gazette,  and  it  is  contained  in  Dr.  Mackinlay’s  report 
to  the  Brentford  Board  of  Guardians.  It  appears,  that 
two  weeks  ago,  the  District  Lodging-house  Inspector  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  Relieving  Officer  for  the  admission  into  the 
sick  wards  of  the  Poor  House,  of  a  tramp  who  was  suffering 
from  Small  Pox.  The  Master  of  the  Workhouse  objected, 
but  at  last  yielded,  and  gave  his  consent,  and  as  they  had 
no  separate  wards  for  infectious  diseases,  the  man  was 
placed  in  a  ward  where  there  were  already  135  patients  ; 
into  this  ward  was  also  admitted  subsequently,  a  man 
named  John  Barnes,  who  had  met  with  an  accident  and 
broken  his  leg,  he  soon  after  sickened  with  Small  Pox,  and 
died  on  the  second  day  ;  and  there  are  now  thirteen  bad 
cases  of  the  disease  in  the  ward,  and  as  many  more  are 
reported  to  be  sickening,  no  one  can  foresee,  therefore,  what 
the  result  will  be  eventually,  either  to  the  inmates  of  the 
Poor  House,  or  to  those  living  in  the  immediate  neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

Measles. — It  will  be  recollected,  that  last  year,  1868,  we 
suffered  from  a  very  serious  outbreak  of  Measles,  which 
lasted  with  great  severity  until  the  end  of  April,  when  it 
began  to  decline,  and  finally  ceased  about  the  end  of  July. 
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During  the  year  1869,  solitary  cases  occurred  until 
August,  when  the  number  began  to  increase,  and  in  one 
month,  December,  the  number  of  deaths  amounted  to 
t\\rl\e  ,  the  total  number  in  the  whole  year  amounting  to 
43,  against  249  in  1868. 

Scarlatina. — The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease,  in 


the  year  1869  only  amounted  to  8.  In  the  year  1868  there 
were  9,  thus  showing  a  diminution  of  one  ;  and  it  has  not 
prevailed  in  an  epidemic  form  since  the  year  1863.  To 
what  cause  to  attribute  our  comparative  exemption  from 
the  ravages  which  it  has  caused  in  every  part  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  I  am  quite  unable  to  divine,  unless  it  be  from  the  care 
that  has  been  taken  to  visit  every  house  where  a  death  from 


Scarlatina  has  occurred,  and  to  giving  the  necessary  directions 
for  the  prevention  of  contagion.  The  number  of  births  that 
have  taken  place  since  1863  to  1869,  inclusive,  amounts  to 
1  '>190  ;  and  deducting  from  this  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Scarlatina  in  the  same  interval,  121,  will  leave  17,069  ;  and 
making  the  most  ample  allowance  for  the  cases  which  may 
have  occurred,  but  did  not  terminate  fatally,  we  have  among 


us  above  1 6,000  children  who  are  unprotected,  to  say  nothing 
ot  those  above  that  age  who  are  in  the  same  position.  We 
have  great  reason  therefore  to  be  thankful,  that  with  such 
a  mass  of  combustible  material  and  sparks  occasionally  pre¬ 
sent,  we  have  been  spared  from  a  conflagration  which  must 
have  been  terrible  had  it  occurred. 


Whooping  Cough  has  prevailed  more  extensively  in 
1869,  and  the  mortality  has  been  greater  than  in  any  previous 
year  up  to  1859.  The  deaths  in  1859  amounted  to  86,  and 
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in  1869,  to  70;  taking  the  increase  in  population  during 
those  ten  years  into  account,  the  epidemic  of  1869  has  been 
of  a  very  much  more  favourable  character  than  that  of  1859. 

Fevers. — Forty-nine  deaths  have  been  registered  in 
1869,  as  arising  from  Enteric  Fever;  five  from  Typhus, 
and  three  from  Fever,  (the  kind  not  being  specified)  making 
altogether  57.  Of  the  five  deaths  from  Typhus,  one  was  a 
child  of  one  year  old,  registered  by  an  unqualified  prac¬ 
titioner  ;  the  second  was  a  child  of  six  years  old  ;  the  third 
a  boy  of  nine,  the  fourth  a  female  of  nineteen  ;  and  the 
fifth  a  youth  of  nine  years  ;  from  what  I  have  ascertained 
by  enquiry,  it  is  probable  that  none  were  cases  of  true 
Typhus  :  the  term  Typhus  having  been  used  as  a  generic 
term  instead  of  a  specific  one.  It  is  a  work  of  time  before 
a  new  classification  becomes  universally  adopted.  In  my 
last  Report,  I  noticed  the  infrequency  of  the  occurrence  of 
true  Typhus  in  Leicester. 

One  of  these  deaths  was  entered  in  the  register  as  having 
taken  place  from  “Fever,”  in  Lower  Redcross  Street,  at  No. 
73.  On  going  to  visit  the  house,  I  found  that  there  was  no 
such  number  in  the  street,  that  no  person  of  the  name 
entered  had  resided  there  ;  and  on  enquiry  at  the  Cemetery? 
by  Sergeant  Wright,  he  was  informed  that  no  interment  had 
taken  place  at  that  period,  of  any  person  of  the  name  of 
John  Smith.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  the 
entry  was  fictitious.  It  may  be  remembered,  that  last  year 
a  false  entry,  of  a  similar  character,  was  inserted  in  the 
register.  Deducting  this,  the  total  number  of  deaths  from 
all  Fevers  will  be  56  ;  the  number  in  1868  having  been  63. 
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Of  these,  one  died  in  the  Workhouse,  one  in  the  Lunatic 
Asylum,  and  eighteen  in  the  Fever  House:  five  of  these 
vrie  fiom  the  country,  thus  reducing  the  deaths  of  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Town  to  51  ;  and  ten  of  these  were  children 
under  five  years  ol  age.  The  ratio  of  deaths  per  1000  to  the 
v  hole  population  would  thus  be  557,  or  about  a  fraction  more 
than  one  death  to  every  two  thousand  of  the  inhabitants. 


Erysipelas,  the  deaths  from  this  disease  amount  to  12, 
uhich  is  a  diminution  of  one,  as  compared  with  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  in  which  they  were  13  :  the  mortality  seems  to 
vary  much  in  various  years. 


The  deaths  in 

>> 


1862  were  16 

1863  ,,  6 

1864  „  14 

1865  „  5 

1866  ,,  3 

1867  „  4 

1868  „  13 

1869  „  12 


DiARRHoeA. — As  1  mentioned  when  treating  of  the  Infant 
mortality,  the  deaths  from  this  disease  have  been  272  ;  and 
for  the  previous  year,  1868,  were  349,  a  diminution  of  77 
m  1869.  Notwithstanding  this  decrease,  the  number  of  the 
deaths  is  greater  than  from  any  other  disease,  and  as  1  have 
already  stated,  257  are  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  ; 
an<l  ol  the  remaining  fifteen,  10  were  of  persons  above  fifty, 
leaving  only  five  among  the  whole  population  at  the  inter¬ 
mediate  ages  between  five  and  fifty. 
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I  have  so  frequently  expressed  my  opinion  that  the  cause 
of  this  deplorable  mortality  is  dependent  rather  upon  the 
congenital  debility  of  the  children  who  are  the  subjects  of  it, 
and  upon  their  defective  nursing,  than  upon  the  insanitary 
state  of  the  town  itself,  that  I  need  not  again  discuss 
the  question,  and  shall  only  direct  attention  to  the  fact,  that 
abstracting  the  Infantile  deaths,  the  sanitary  state  of  the 
remainder  of  the  population  has  been  most  satisfactory 
amounting  only  to  12.050  per  1000.  I  have  just  mentioned, 
that  the  deaths  from  Fever  have  only  amounted  to  about 
one  in  two  thousand,  and  as  the  mortality  from  Enteric 
F ever  is  considered  to  be  the  crucial  test  of  the  sanitary  state 
of  a  town,  with  these  facts  before  me,  I  find  it  impossible 
to  assent  to  the  theory,  that  a  large  mortality  from  Diarrhoea 
is  an  evidence  of  the  insanitary  state  of  the  town  where  it 
has  taken  place,  as  I  am  quite  unable  to  reconcile  the  con¬ 
tradiction  which  the  adoption  of  the  hypothesis  would  involve 

DnorsY,  Cancer,  &c. — There  is  nothing  calling  for 
remark  with  reference  to  the  above  diseases.  The  class  of 
Diathetic  Diseases,  of  which  they  arc  the  principal  ones, 
shows  a  diminution,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year, 
of  nine  ;  the  numbers  being  in  18G8,  70,  in  1869,  61. 

Phthisis,  Scrofula,  &c. — There  have  been  254  deaths 
registered  of  the  above  in  1869,  which  is  an  increase  often 
over  the  number  in  1868,  which  was  244.  There  has  been  a 
most  remarkable  diminution  in  the  deaths  registered  as  arising 
from  Scrofula,  for  the  year  1869,  they  only  amount  to  2. 
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In  the  year  1866  there  were  56 

„  1867  „  61 

?  7  1868  „  9 

„  1S69  „  2 

And  yet  the  total  mortality  of  the  class,  which  is  that  of 
Tubercular  Diseases,  has  increased,  not  diminished ;  in 
186S,  it  was  295,  in  1869,  313.  I  infer,  therefore,  that  as 
all  the  diseases  of  this  class  are  intimately  connected  with 
reference  to  the  causes  which  gives  rise  to  them,  the  diffe¬ 
rence  and  improvement  in  the  returns  from  Scrofula  depends 
upon  a  more  accurate  diagnosis  having  caused  the  specific 
disease  to  be  designated  instead  of  the  generic  one.  I  have 
appended  a  table  of  the  localities  of  the  deaths  from  Phthisis, 
which  on  being  compared  with  that  of  1868,  shows  the 
prevalence  of  the  disease  in  the  same  streets,  and  I  hope  to 
continue  to  add  to  this  evidence  until  the  facts  afford  a 
sufficient  basis  upon  which  to  found  trustworthy  conclusions. 

All  the  diseases  in  this  order  appear  to  arise  from  similar 
causes,  viz.,  hereditary  taint,  insufficient  or  improper  diet, 
the  breathing  of  the  air  of  close  ill-ventilated  rooms,  especially 
bed  rooms,  the  living  in  cold  damp  houses,  absence  of  light 
and  sunshine,  and  the  neglect  of  exercise  in  the  open  air. 
To  how  great  an  extent  these  causes  deteriorate  the  health 
of  a  great  proportion  of  the  population  in  this,  as  in  all  other 
large  manufacturing  towns,  I  need  scarcely  point  out,  or 
that  the  natural  result  of  t lie  inter-marriages  of  individuals, 
so  destitute  of  stamina,  and  so  tainted  with  t  lie  germs  of 
disease,  should  produce  a  still  more  debilitated  offspring, 
and  when  reared  under  the  same  unfavourable  circumstances 
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as  their  parents,  can  we  wonder  at  the  large  Infantile  mor¬ 
tality  “  nascentes  moriuntur  finis  quo  ah  origine  pendet.” 

“  Even  as  they  spring  into  life  they  are  dying, 

And  their  end  depends  upon  their  origin.” 


Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System. — In  this  order, 
Inflammation  of  the  Brain  shows  a  diminution,  as  compared 
with  1868  :  the  number  in  1869  being  24,  and  in  1868,  37. 
There  is,  on  the  other  hand,  an  increase  of  13  in  the  deaths 
from  Apoplexy  :  the  one  exactly  balancing  the  other.  The 
deaths  from  Paralysis  are  the  same  as  in  1868  ;  and  the 
deaths  from  Convulsions  have  increased  from  147  in  186S, 
to  166  in  1869.  Comparing  the  deaths  in  the  whole  order, 
between  1869,  and  1865,  the  extremes  of  a  quinquennial 
period,  with  the  total  population  in  each  of  these  years,  the 
ratio  of  deaths  per  1000  will  be,  in  1869,  3.75,  and  in  1865, 
3.08. 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Bloodvessels. — In  this 
order  there  is  an  increase  of  14,  as  compared  with  IS 68. 
The  total  numbers  in  1869  are  112. 

The  Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  Air  Passages. — The 
two  principal  diseases  comprised  in  this  order  are  Bron¬ 
chitis  and  Pneumonia  (Inflammation  of  the  Lungs).  There 
is  an  increase  in  the  deaths  from  Bronchitis  of  36,  and  from 
Pneumonia  of  28,  as  compared  with  1868.  In  all  the  other 
diseases  of  the  order  there  is  a  diminution. 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Organs,  Liver,  &c. — The 

most  numerous  deaths  in  this  order  arise  from  Peritonitis 
and  Diseases  of  the  Liver.  In  the  first  there  is  a  decrease  of 
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11  ;  in  the  second,  an  increase  of  18  as  compared  with  1868. 
In  this,  as  in  all  other  cases,  where  there  is  an  increase  of 
deaths,  an  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  increase  of 
population. 

Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Organs —The  number  of 
deaths  in  this  order  were  34  in  1868  ;  37  in  1869.  The 
two  principal  Diseases  are  Nephria  Bright’s  Disease — the 
deaths  being  16  in  1868,  and  16  in  1869 — -and  Diabetes; 
the  deaths  from  the  latter  were  3  in  1868,  and  1  in  1869. 

Premature  Birth. — There  is  a  diminution  in  these 
deaths  of  fifteen  ;  and  in  those  from  Teething  of  14. 

Childb[rth. — There  is  here  also  a  diminution  of  7  ;  the 
total  number  in  1869  being  only  8,  and  in  1868,  15. 

Old  Age. — We  have  here  an  increase  of  10  deaths  in 
1869  ;  the  number  in  1868  being  135,  and  in  1869,  145. 

Atrophy  and  Debility. — The  diminution  in  the  deaths 
from  this  disease  is  considerable.  The  numbers  were,  in  1 868, 
241,  in  1869,  215;  and  we  have  also  seen  that  the  deaths 
from  Premature  Birth  and  Teething  have  decreased.  Any 
diminution  in  these  purely  Infantile  Diseases  must  be  wel¬ 
comed,  as  indicating  an  improvement  in  the  health  ot  that 
class  where  it  is  the  most  needed. 

The  deaths  from  Accident  or  Negligence  have  diminished 
from  50  to  30  ;  whilst  those  from  Suicide  have  increased 
from  6  to  10. 
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Our  active  and  zealous  Inspector,  Sergeant  "Wright,  who 
keeps  the  Register  of  the  Sanitary  work  which  has  been 
done  during  the  year,  reports  that  the  number  of  notices 
served  in  the  year  1869,  were  388,  viz., — 

Dilapidated  and  offensive  Privies  and  Cesspools  104 

Foul  and  offensive  Drains  ...  ...  ...  109 

Defective  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  37 

Deficient  Privy  Accommodation  ...  ...  4 

To  cleanse  Filthy  and  Unwholesome  Houses  72 
To  remove  Swine  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

To  remove  Accumulation  of  Offal,  &c.  ...  10 

388 


Common  Lodging  Houses. — These  have  been  frequently 
visited  both  by  night  and  day,  and  upon  the  whole  have 
been  well  conducted ;  seven  persons  only  have  been  com¬ 
plained  of  for  violation  of  the  Bye-Laws  during  the  year, 
who  were  summoned  to  attend  the  Committee  of  the  Local 
Board,  and  on  being  cautioned  promised  not  to  offend  again. 

Slaughter  Houses. — Those  which  are  89  in  number 
have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  the  Bye-Laws  with  regard 
to  lime- washing,  cleansing,  and  the  removal  of  offal,  &c., 
have  been  strictly  complied  with. 

Smoke  Nuisance. — Thirty-five  Stokers  have  been  com¬ 
plained  of  for  allowing  black  smoke  to  issue  from  their 
chimneys,  and  were  summoned  to  attend  the  Committee  of 
the  Local  Board,  and  after  hearing  what  they  had  to  say  in 
extenuation  of  the  offence,  thirty-one  of  them  were  cautioned, 
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and  the  other  four  were  summoned  before  the  Magistrates  ; 
two  of  whom  were  fined  5s.  each,  and  two  5s.  each  and 
5s.  6d.  costs. 

Dame  Schools. — These  have  been  frequently  visited 
during  the  year,  and  have  been  well  conducted  ;  there  have 
been  only  seven  persons  complained  of,  who  were  summoned 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Local  Board,  and  cautioned 
not  to  offend  again. 

Water  Supply. — The  owners  of  84  houses  have  been 
served  with  notices  requiring  them  to  provide  a  proper  sup¬ 
ply  of  water  for  the  use  of  the  occupiers,  which  were  all 
complied  with. 

Two  persons  only  have  been  summoned  before  the 
Magistrates  for  neglecting  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  the 
Board,  requiring  them  to  alter  and  re-construct  Privy  Cess¬ 
pools  and  Drains  ;  one  was  fined  20s.,  and  the  other  being 
summoned  for  neglect,  in  two  cases,  was  fined  40s.  in  each 
case. 

J.  WYATT  CRANE,  M.D.,  &c„  &c. 

Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE,  No.  2. 

Showing  the  causes  of  Death  of  the  Principal 

Diseases 

Class. —Order. 

I.  —  I. 

during  the  year  1869. 

Zymotic  Diseases 

Small  Pox 

0 

Measles 

43 

Scarlatina 

8 

Diptheria 

9 

Croup 

16 

Whooping  Cough 

70 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

49 

Typhus  Fever  ... 

5 

Fever  not  specified 

3 

Erysipelas 

12 

Metria 

0 

Influenza 

7 

Diarrhoea 

272 

Rheumatism  ... 

M. 

7 

Other  Zymotic  Diseases 

3 

II. 

Syphilis 

8 

Other  Diseases  of  this  Order... 

C 

III. 

Alcoholism 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  this  Order 

0 

IY. 

Thrush 

7 

Other  Diseases  of  this  Order 

0 

II.  —  I. 

Dropsy 

26 

Cancer 

31 

Mortification  ... 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  ttiis  Order... 

2 

II. 

Scrofula 

0 

w 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

16 

Phthisis 

254 

Hydrocephalus 

29 

Other  Diseases  of  ttiis  Order 

12 

III.  —  I. 

Inflammation  of  Brain  1 

24 

Spine  and  Membranes  J 

Apoplexy 

41 

Paralysis 

45 

Epilepsy 

12 

Convulsions  ... 

166 

21 


TABLE,  No.  2,  Continued. 

Class.— Order. 

Other  Diseases  of  Brain,  Spine,  fyc.  ...  ...  56 

II.  Pericarditis  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Disease  of  Heart,  Sfc.  ...  ...  ...  112 

III.  Laryngitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

Pleurisy  ...  ...  ..  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

Asthma  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Other  Diseases  of  this  Order  ...  ...  14 

IV.  Gastritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ..  7 

Peritonitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Obstruction  of  Bowels  ...  .  .  ...  7 

Other  Diseases  of  Stomach  and  Bowels  ...  3 

Jaundice  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Disease  of  Liver,  &e.  ...  ...  ...  35 

Other  Diseases  of  this  Order  ...  ...  27 

V.  Nephria  (Albuminuria)  ...  ...  ...  16 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cystitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Diseases  of  Kidney  ...  ...  ...  11 

Other  Diseases  of  this  Order  ...  ...  9 

VI.  Diseases  of  Uterus,  fyc.  ...  ...  ...  4 

VII.  Diseases  of  Joint*,  fc.  ...  ...  ...  5 

VIII.  Skin  Diseases,  Ulcer,  Phlejmon  ...  ...  4 

IV.  —  I.  Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  64 

Teething  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Other  Diseases  of  this  Order  ...  ...  1 

II.  Child  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

III.  Old  Age  ...  ...  ...  ...  145 

IV.  Atrophy  and  Del'd  it  y  ...  ...  ...  215 

Accident  or  Negligence  ...  ...  ...  30 

Murder  and  Manslaughter  ...  ...  ...  0 

Suicide  ..  ...  ...  ..  ...  10 

Cause  not  Specified  ...  ...  ...  14 


Total,  all  Causes  ...  2347 
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Total  Deaths  ...  185  148  175  211  141  125  171  234  293  1GG  178  227  93  2347 


TABLE,  No.  4. 

Showing  Deaths  from  Consumption,  at  different  Ages,  in  the  Year  1869. 
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TABLE,  No.  6. 

Showing  Deaths  from  Fever,  at  different  Ages,  registered  in  the  Year  1869, 
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TABLE,  No.  7. 

Showing  Localities  of  Deaths  from  Diptheria  and  Scarlatina, 
with  Date  and  Ages,  for  the  Year  1869. 

Date. 

Street. 

Age. 

Apl. 

8 

Palmerston-street 

11  months 

July 

8 

Frog-island 

18  years 

>> 

22 

West  Holme-street 

21  months 

29 

8  months 

Aug. 

5 

Willow-street 

8  months 

>> 

6 

Richard-street 

3  months 

>> 

26 

,,  ,, 

2  months 

Sept. 

9 

Colton-street 

2  years 

Nov. 

4 

Alfred-terrace 

5  months,  uncertified 

Total  . ...  9 

Deaths  from  Scarlatina. 

Jan. 

21 

Napier-street 

10  months 

Feb. 

4 

Thames-street 

1  year 

Apl. 

15 

Fleet-street 

11  months 

July 

22 

Oxendon-street  ... 

4  years 

Nov. 

4 

Southgate-street  ... 

2  years 

Dec. 

10 

Barston-street 

2  years 

)) 

23 

Infirmary 

6  years 

31 

..  Evington-street  ... 

7  years 

Total  ...  8 
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Showing  the 

TABLE,  No.  8. 

Increase  of  Births  over 
the  last  10  years. 

Deaths  for 

Year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Births  over  Deaths. 

1860 

2530 

1418 

1112 

1861 

2600 

1785 

815 

1862 

2765 

1720 

1045 

1863 

3015 

2249 

766 

1864 

3115 

2113 

1002 

1665 

3226 

2035 

1191 

1866 

3412 

1945 

1467 

1867 

•  .  . 

3500 

2119 

1381 

1868 

r-«  • 

3589 

2507 

1082 

1869 

3754 

2347 

1407 

2d 


TABLE,  No.  9. 

List  of  Deaths  registered  from  Diarrhoea,  1869. 


Abbey-street 

2 

Albert-street 

1 

Albert-street  (New  Bridge-street)  1 

Alexander  street 

o 

Alfred-tcrracc 

1 

And  rew-street 

1 

Arcluleacon-lane 

4 

Ashwell-street 

1 

Aylestone-street 

1 

Asylum,  Lunatic 

3 

Bakehouse-lane 

1 

Bedfonl-street 

5 

Belgrave-gate  and  Courts  C,  D, 

L,  M,  E 

10 

Belgrave-road 

3 

Benl'ord-street 

1 

Berkley-street 

1 

Birkley-street  (Old  Mill-lane)  1 

Blake-street 

1 

Bond-street 

1 

Bonner’s-lane 

o 

Bow  Bridge-street 

1 

Braunstone-gate 

2 

Britannia-street 

4 

Brook-street 

3 

Brown-street 

1 

Brunswick-street 

1 

Brunswick-street,  Upper 

2 

Burgess-street 

3 

Burley’s-lane 

2 

Birstall-street 

4 

Bowmar’s  Cottages 

1 

Cardinal-street 

2 

Carley-street 

2 

Carlton-street 

1 

Caioline-street 

2 

Charles-street 

4 

Chatham-street 

2 

Church -street 

1 

Clarendon-street 

2 

Glara-street 

2 

Conduit-street 

1 

Constitution-hill 

1 

Corah-street 

1 

Crab-street  2 

Craven-street  1 

Crown-street  2 

Curzon-street  2 

Darker-street  1 

Deacon-street  2 

Denman-street  4 

Denmark-street  3 

D  over-street  1 

Durliam-street  1 

Elton-street  1 

Fairfax-street  1 

Fleet-street  1 

Free-lane  1 

Fri  day-street  1 

Friars’ -causeway  1 

F  rog-island  2 

Fuller-street  1 

Flora-street  1 

Ganible’s-yard  1 

Carton-street  2 

Gas-street 

George-street  2 

Glad  stone-street  1 

Gosling-street  2 

Grafton-place  1 

Grange-lane  1 

Gravel-street  2 

Gray-sqirare  1 

Guthlaxton-street  1 

Grosvenor-square  1 

Harcourt-street 

Heanor-street  1 

Henry-street  1 

High  cross  street  3 

Hill-street 

Hohne-strcct 

Humbers  tone-gate 

II  umber. stone-road. 

Jarrom -street 

Jewry  Wall-street  1 

Johnson-street  2 

Junction-road  1 

ICate-strcct  1 
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TABLE,  No.  9,  Continued. 


Kent-strcet  1 

Knighton-street  3 

Laxton-street  1 

Leadenhall-street  1 

Lee-street  3 

Lewin’s-squarc  1 

Lewin-street  2 

Long-lane  1 

Melton-street  1 

Metcalf-street  1 

Mill-lane  1 

Milton-street  1 

Mill  Hill-lane  1 

Morledge-street  1 

Morton’s-yard  1 

Navigation-street  1 

Neale-street  1 

N  elson-place  1 

Nelson-square  1 

New  Bridge-street  2 

New  park-street  1 

Newark e- terrace  (Mill-lane)  1 

N  oble-street  1 

Northgate-street,  and  Courts  of,  7 
North  ampton-street  1 

Oxford-street  1 

Old  Mill-lane  1 

Olive-street  1 

Olive-hill  3 

Orchard-street  1 

Orton-street  2 

Osborne-street  1 

Palmerston-street  3 

Parliament-street  1 

Piccadilly  1 

Providence-place  2 

Penton  Villa,  Sanvey-gate  2 

Queen-street  1 

Eaglan-street  2 

Red-cross-street  1 

Regent-street  1 

Rodney-street  1 

Rose  and  Crown  Yard  1 

Royal  East-street  1 

Royal  Rent-street  1 


Rudkin-street 

1 

Russell-street 

2 

Rutland-street 

2 

Rayns-street 

1 

Sandacre-street 

1 

Sanvey-gate 

1 

Sarah-street 

1 

Sharpe’s-yard 

1 

Short-street 

1 

Slater-street 

1 

Southgates 

1 

South  gate-street 

1 

Spencer-street 

1 

St.  Nicholas  street 

1 

St.  Peter’s-lane 

2 

Stamford-street 

1 

Swan-street 

2 

Syston-street 

4 

Talbot-lane 

1 

Taylor-street 

1 

Thames-street 

1 

Thorpe-street 

1 

Underhill-street 

1 

Union  Workhouse 

5 

Vauxhall-court 

1 

Victoria-street 

1 

Watling -street 

1 

W  ellington-street 

1 

West  Bridge-street 

1 

Wharf-street 

2 

"Wheat-street 

2 

W  ide-yard 

1 

William-street 

2 

Willow-street 

1 

Wilton-street 

1 

Wood  gate 

1 

Wood-street 

1 

Wood  Boy-street 

2 

Y  ork-square 

1 

York-street 

3 

Total  272  | 

One  Death  of  which  Locality  I 
not  stated. 


TABLE,  No.  10. 

List  of  Streets  in  which  Deaths  from  Consumption  have 
occurred,  and  number  in  each. 


Abbey-gate 

1 

Craven-street 

2 

.Abbey-street 

1 

Crown-street 

1 

.Albion-street 

1 

C  umberland-street 

1 

Alfred-place 

1 

Curzon-street 

6 

.All  Saints’-open 

2 

Dannett’s-terrace 

1 

Andrew-street 

1 

Denman-street 

3 

Ann-street 

1 

Den  mark-street 

1 

Applegate-street 

1 

Dover-square 

1 

Archdeacon-lane 

1 

Duns’-lane 

3 

Arnold- street 

1 

East-street 

1 

Ashwell-street 

2 

Erskine-street 

2 

Asylum-street 

2 

Evington-street 

1 

Bakehouse-lane 

1 

Fleet-street 

2 

Bath-lane 

1 

Free-lane 

1 

Bedford-street 

2 

Friday-street 

2 

Bedford-street,  Little 

1 

Friar-lane 

1 

Belgrave-gate 

2 

F riars’-road,  Mitchell’s-yard 

1 

Belgrave-road 

2 

Fuller-street 

1 

Bond-street 

1 

Frog-island 

1 

Bradley’s-yard,  North 

gate-street  1 

Gallowtree-gate 

1 

Braunstone-gate 

1 

Garden  -street 

1 

Bread-street 

1 

Gartree-street 

1 

Brunsw  ick-street 

5 

Gas-street 

1 

Burgess-street 

2 

Gladstone-street 

2 

Birstall-street 

1 

Grafton-place 

1 

Byron-street 

1 

Granby-square 

1 

Bowmar’s  Cottages 

1 

Grange-lane 

1 

•Calais-street 

3 

Gravel-street 

1 

Carley-street 

3 

Green-street 

1 

•Carlton-terrace 

1 

Grove-street 

1 

■Charlotte-street  (F  oundry-square)  1 

Halford-squaro 

1 

Charles-street 

2 

Harcourt-street 

1 

Chesnut-street 

1 

Harding-street 

1 

Christow-street 

1 

Hastings-street 

1 

Church -gate 

4 

Havelock-street 

1 

IClarence-steeet 

2 

High-street 

1 

IClinton-street 

1 

Hill-street 

1 

■Clyde-street 

2 

Holme-street,  Great 

1 

ICobden -street 

1 

Horsefair-street 

1 

iColton-street 

1 

Humberstone-gate 

o 

Conduit-street 

3 

ITumberstone-road 

2 

Constitution-hill 

1 

Infirmary 

5 

Crafton-street 

1 

Infirmary-square 

1 
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TABLE, 

No.  10,  Continued. 

Jarrom-street 

1 

Princess-street 

1 

J  ewry- wall-street 

2 

Queen-street,  Clarke’s-yard 

1 

Joseph-street 

1 

Rawson-street 

1 

Junction-road 

1 

Redcross-street,  Court  A. 

2 

Kate-street 

1 

Regent-street 

1 

Rent-street 

1 

Rodney-street 

1 

King  Richard’s-road 

1 

Russell-street 

1 

King-street 

1 

Rutland-square 

1 

Knighton-street 

1 

Rutland-street 

1 

Laxton-street 

1 

Rayns-street 

2 

Lee-street 

3 

Sanvev-gate 

1 

Leadenliall-street 

1 

Silver-street 

1 

Le  win-street 

1 

Soar-lane 

1 

London-road 

1 

Soutliampton-street 

1 

Lord-street 

1 

Southgate-street,  Court  A 

1 

Lunatic  Asylum 

3 

Sparkenlioe-street 

1 

Magazine-yard 

1 

St.  George-street 

2 

Market-street 

1 

St.  Margaret’s  square 

1 

Mansfield-street 

2 

St.  Mary’s  Field  House 

1 

Marlborough-street 

1 

St.  Peter’s-lane 

2 

Melbourne-street 

1 

Stanley-street 

1 

Melton-street 

1 

Swan-street 

1 

Metcalf-street 

1 

Syston- street 

3 

Mill-lane 

2 

Talbot-lane 

i 

Morton’s-yard,  Thornton-lane 

1 

Thames-street 

2 

Mowbray-street 

1 

Thorn  ton-lane 

1 

Museum-square 

1 

Union  'Workhouse 

4 

Napier-street 

2 

Victoria-street  ( Lee-street) 

1 

N  avigation-street 

3 

Victoria-street  (New  Bridge-st.) 

1 

New  Bridge-street 

1 

Vine-street 

2 

New-lane 

1 

W  areing-street 

1 

New  Park-street 

1 

Waterloo-street 

1 

New-road 

1 

Watling-street 

2 

N  ew-walk 

2 

Wells-street 

1 

Noble-street 

1 

Wellington-street 

4 

Northgate-street 

1 

West-street  (Braunstone-gate) 

2 

Northampton-street 

1 

West-street  (Princess-street) 

1 

Oxford-street  Court 

2 

Wharf-street 

9 

Oxford-street 

2 

Wheat-street 

2 

Orton-street 

2 

Willow-street 

4 

Oxendon-street 

2 

Wil  ton -street 

1 

Paradise-row 

1 

Wright-street 

1 

Pasture-lane 

1 

Yeoman-lane 

1 

Peel -street 

1 

Piccadilly 

1 

Total  2 

54 

Pike-street 

1 
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TABLE,  No.  11. 

Localities  of  Deaths  registered  from  Fever,  1869. 


-Alexander-street  1 

'Archdeacon-lane  1 

Atkin-street  1 

lIBedford-street  1 

BBelgrave-gate  1 

UBirstall-street  2 

□Bond-street  2 

fBurgess-street  1 

[iCrown-street  1 

[iChancery-street  1 

iColton-street  1 

llGray-square  1 

[iGutlilaxton-street  1 

IFleet-street  Terrace  1 

^Friday -street  1 

tKing -street  1 

LLaxton-street  2 

’  ’  Marlborougli-street  1 

t  Mill-lane  1 


|  New  Bridge -street  1 

North  gate-street  1 

Orchard-street  1 

Palmerston-street  2 

Princess-street  1 

Kedcross-street  1 

Sanvey-gate  1 

St.  Nicholas’-street  1 

Wood-street  1 

Woodboy-street  1 

Wheat-street  2 

Wharf-street  1 

Infirmary  18 

Lunatic  Asylum  1 

Workhouse  1 


Total  56 


Entered  at  Statimwrs  Hail 


